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BACONG PLIPWAF
Dopartment of Social Weifare and Davelopment

HONORABLE IMEE R. MARCOS

Chairperson

Senate Committee on Electoral Reforms and People’s Participation
Senate of the Philippines

Pasay City

Attention:  Atty. Dana Paula M. Alberto
Legislative Committee Secrefary

Dear Sen. Marcos,

This refers to the request of the Committee for the submission of position paper of
the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) respectfully on the
following:

Senate Title Author
Resolution
No.
Senate A Resolution Directing the Appropriate Senate Sen.
Resolution Committee to Conduct an Inquiry, in Aid of Legislation, | Imee R.
No. 902 into the Alleged Pay-Offs and Misrepresentations in [ Marcos

the Signature Campaign for People’s Initiative

Senate A Resolution Directing the Appropriate Commitiee to Sen.
Resolution Conduct an Inquiry, in Aid of Legislation, into the imee R.
No. 903 Efficacy of Republic Act No. 6735 in Providing for a | Marcos

System of Initiative and Referendum

The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) stands unwaveringly
committed to upholding the mandates stipulated in the 1987 Philippine Constitution,
particularly articulated in ARTICLE XVII SECTION 2. This constitutional provision
declares that amendments to the Constitution can be initiated directly by the people
through an initiative, contingent upon a petition representing at least twelve percent
(12%) of the registered voiers, with each legislative district having a minimum of
three percent (3%) representation.

The essence of the people’s initiative is elucidated in the landmark case of RAUL L.
LAMBINO v. COMELEC (GR NO. 174153), which underscores that the proposal
must genuinely emanate from the grassroots, bearing the authentic imprimatur of the
peopie themselves. No agent or representative can sign on their behalf; the entire
proposal must be authored and signed by the people it seeks {0 represent.
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The Supreme Court has aptly clarified that for an initiative to be considered, the full
text of the proposed amendments must be presented to the people. Their assent is
contingent upon freely signing a petition containing the comprehensive proposal,
ensuring a transparent and participatory democratic process.

in light of these principles, the DSWD assures the Senate that its programs, projects,
and activities are not used to entice individuals into actions that compromise their
constitutionally guaranteed rights. The DSWD echoes the belief that constitutional
change, if desired, must be a genuine expression of the will of the people.

Sincerely,

REX GATCHALIAN,
Secretary

Date: _FEB' 09 0%
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