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Department of Soclal Welfare and Development BAGONG PILIPINAS

HONORABLE CHRISTINA S. UNABIA

Chairperson

Committee on Micro, Small & Medium Enterprise Development
House of Representatives

Quezon City

Dear Representative Unabia,

The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) fully endorses House Bill
No. 9934 or the "Pangkabuhayan Act of 2024" introduced by Representative Crispin
Diego D. Remulla. The measure holds the potential to significantly contribute to poverty
alleviation, sustainable livelihood, and the empowerment of Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs). The Department's support is rooted in the alignment of the Act's
provisions with DSWD's mission to provide social protection and promote the rights and
welfare of the poor and vulnerable. DSWD is dedicated to collaborating with relevant
stakeholders to ensure the successful implementation of the Act, especially in areas
that intersect with DSWD's Sustainable Livelihood Program (SLP).

The Act's emphasis on enhancing existing livelihood and entrepreneurial programs is
particularly commendable, as it can streamline processes and facilitate easier access to
support for beneficiaries. Furthermore, the Act's commitment to sustainable and
inclusive growth resonates with the current Philippine Development Plan and the
DSWD's mission, contributing to the development of resilient communities. This
measure also harmonizes with the current legislative agenda of the DSWD to
institutionalize the Sustainable Livelihood Program (SLP). These measures are
currently filed with the Committee on Poverty Alleviation’.

Recognizing the significance of capacity building and technical assistance for MSMEs,
as highlighted in the bill, the Department is prepared to leverage its experience and
resources to support these efforts, particularly in providing training and development
programs through the SLP.

To maximize the potential benefits of the proposed measures for social welfare and
developments, the DSWD offers the following recommendations:

1. Section 2. C. Declaration of Policy

It is stated that it should lessen the socioeconomic and environmental impacts of
disasters, including epidemics and climate change. However, armed conflicts in
specific regions and development initiatives could also profoundly affect the
livelihoods of local communities.

" House Bills Number 9948 and 9980.
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Hence, we propose Section 2.c, to read in this wise:

“Adopt livelihood, entrepreneurial, and/ or MSME development and
support that is holistic, comprehensive, integrated, people-centered,
responsive, and participatory, in mitigating the socioeconomic and
environmental impacts of disasters, including epidemics, climate change,
armed conflicts and development initiatives, and promoting the
involvement and participation of all sectors and all stakeholders
concerned, at all levels, especially the local community;”

Section 6. Powers and Functions (Item 1)

The Department of Agriculture’s (DA) and Department of Agrarian Reform’s
(DAR) Farm Business School (FBS) Program may also be considered one of the
programs to be coordinated and supervised by the Pangkabuhayan Council. The
FBS is a unique educational system designed to help farmers learn and improve
their knowledge and skills in entrepreneurship and farm business management.

This program is also aligned with the objectives of the proposed measure, which
caters to one of the country's most vulnerable sectors — the farmers.

. Section 6. Powers and Functions (Items 8 and 9)

The bill highlighted the Pangkabuhayan Council’s function to conduct research
supporting women's entrepreneurship. However, for greater inclusivity, it's
suggested that the Council also address aspects such as entrepreneurial
behavior, barriers, participation, and discriminatory practices faced by persons
with disabilities (PWDs). Research supporting both women's and PWDs'
entrepreneurship could be considered.

For the consideration of the Chairperson.

Thank you.

Very truly y,

Secretary

Date:
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