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@ DSWD

Department of Social Welfare and Development BAGOMG PHPAS

ATTY. EULOGIO A.M. SABBAN, CESO 1l

Director IV

Office of the Deputy Executive Secretary for Legal Affairs
Malacaiiang, Manila City

Dear Atty. Sabban,

This refers to the request for comments and recommendations on the consolidated
enrolled Senate Bill No. 1359 and House Bill Nos. 6843 and 7584 entitled, “An
Act Mandating Public And Private Educational Institutions To Allow
Disadvantaged Students With Unpaid Tuition And Other School Fees To Take
The Periodic And Final Examinations And For Other Purposes”.

At the outset, the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD)
adheres to the right of all citizens to have access to quality basic education as part
of our mandate to protect and prioritize the poor, vulnerable, and marginalized
sectors of our society. Upon review of the pre-consolidated bills, the DSWD was
not recognized as a stakeholder in the legislations mentioned, however, in the
consolidated enrolled bill, the DSWD has been identified as the lead agency to
promulgate its rules and regulations once passed into law.

At this juncture, may we respectfully submit our suggestions and insights on the
following provisions:

1. On Section 4 concerning the Mandate of Educational Institutions to
Disadvantaged Students, the issuance of certification on the disadvantaged
students due to calamities, emergencies, force majeure, and other good or
justifiable reasons would be best ascertained by the local government unit
(LGU) through its Social Welfare Development Office (SWDO). However,
we are also concerned that requesting for certification creates an
unnecessary procedural burden on the part of the disadvantaged student
when educational institutions, without prejudice to their rights, may still
resort to available remedies for the collection of unpaid fees, with or without
the certification. Further, in the pre-consolidated bills, there was no mention
of such certification as a requirement.

2. On Section 6 concerning Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR), we
respectfully defer to the expertise of national government agencies (NGAs)
supervising all public and private basic institutions, higher education
institutions, and technical-vocational institutions as they will be primarily
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responsible in imposing administrative sanctions under the bill. However,
the DSWD stands ready to contribute by crafting an established definition of
"Disadvantaged Student" based on our relevant policies, rules, and
regulations, which can aid in clarifying eligibility criteria within the IRR.

For the Chairperson’s consideration.

Thank you.

Very truly yours,

REX CHALIAN(
Secreta

Date: A0 FEB 20%4
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