DSWD-GF-GI0| REV 02 | 22 SEP 2023

@DSWD ¥

Department of Social Welfars and Devel

HONORABLE SEN. IMEE R. MARCOS

Chairperson

Committee on Social Justice, Welfare and Rural Development
Senate of the Philippines

Pasay City

ATTENTION: ELIZABETH F. AGAS
Committee Secretary

Dear Sen. Marcos,

This refers to the request of the committee for the submission of comments and
recommendation of the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD)
respectfully on the following proposed legislations:

1. Senate Bill No. 311, entitled, “AMENDING R.A. NO. 7277 (MAGNA CARTA
FOR DISABLED PERSONS” Introduced by Sen. Juan Miguel “Migz” F. Zubiri

2. Senate Bill No. 1010, entitled, “LIFETIME VALIDITY OF PERSON WiTH
DISABILITY IDENTIFICATION CARD,” AS AMENDED” Introduced by Sen.
Angara and Sen. Villanueva

3. Senate Bill No. 1433, entitled, “GRANTING ADDITIONAL PRIWILEGES TO
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES” Introduced by Sen. Ramon Bong Revilla, Jr.
and

4. Senate Bill No. 1764, entitled, “LIFETIME VALIDITY OF PERSON WITH
DISABILITY IDENTIFICATION CARDS” Introduced by Sen. Tulfo

The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) is wholeheartedly
committed to championing the rights and welfare of persons with disabilities. As the
vanguard of social welfare in our nation, we are steadfast in our support of legislative
initiatives aimed at uplifting and empowering this marginalized sector of society. In
alignment with this noble endeavor, the DSWD offers the following recommendations
to enhance the proposed bills and further advance the cause of Persons With

Disabilities:
1. Consolidation for Streamlined Legislation:

It is imperative to consolidate Senate Bill Number 1010 and Senate Bill
Number 1764 into a singular cohesive measure. By doing so, we propose
adopting the title "Act Providing for Lifetime Validity of Persons with Disability
Identification Cards Issued to Persons with Disability, Further Amending for
the Purpose Republic Act No. 7277, Otherwise Known as the Magna Carta for
Disabled Persons", as Amended. This consolidation will streamline processes
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and ensure more effective implementation of Persons With Disabilities-related
initiatives.

. Adherence to International Standards:

It is recommended to refrain from using the abbreviation "PWD" when
referring to persons with disabilities, in accordance with international
standards. By emphasizing the individuality of each person, rather than
reducing them to a group acronym, we uphold the principles of dignity and
respect for all individuals, irrespective of their abilities.

. Unified Registry and Monitoring Mechanism:

A unified and reliable registry of persons with disabilities, particularly those
with permanent disabilities, is paramount. This registry, overseen by the
National Council for Disability Affairs (NCDA), will consolidate data from
relevant agencies and facilitate effective monitoring of PWD IDs' validity and
renewal. Additionally, the NCDA should issue guidelines distinguishing
between temporary and permanent disabilities, ensuring clarity and
consistency in classification.

. Inclusion of Renewal Provision:

We advocate for the inclusion of a provision allowing for the renewal of
Persons with Disabilities IDs for those with short-term disabilities that are
curable through medical intervention and therapy. This provision underscores
our commitment to catering to the evolving needs of Persons With Disabilities
and ensuring their continued access to essential services and support.

. Enhanced Security Measures:

To safeguard against abuse and ensure the integrity of Persons with
Disabilities IDs, strict provisions must be incorporated into the legislation.
These provisions should mandate adherence to standardized security
features such as watermarks, security codes, and other measures to enhance
the credibility and authenticity of Persons With Disabilities [Ds.

. For Senate Bill Number 1433, Classification-based Pension System:

Implementing a classification system based on the severity of disabilities is
essential for ensuring equitable distribution of pensions to Persons With
Disabilities. This system will enable the DSWD to prioritize financial
assistance to those with the most profound disabilities, while also addressing
the government's fiscal constraints. Regular assessments and updates to the
classification system will ensure its relevance and responsiveness to the
evolving needs of Persons With Disabilities.
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7. For Senate Bill Number 311, inclusive Employment Opportunities:

In instances where qualified Persons With Disabilities are unavailable to fill
the one percent reserve for government jobs, consideration should be given to
family members or guardians actively supporting Persons With Disabilities.

In conclusion, the DSWD firmly believes that the adoption of these
recommendations, alongside the proposed bills, will foster a more inclusive and
supportive environment for all Persons With Disabilities in our society. By upholding
their rights and privileges, we reaffirm our commitment to building a nation that
embraces diversity and inclusivity, leaving no one behind. Together, let us work
towards a future where every individual, regardiess of ability, can realize their full
potential and contribute meaningfully to society.

Respectfully submitted for the consideration of the Chairperson.

Thank you.
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