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Department of Social Welfare and Development BAGONG PILIPINAS

ATTY. EULOGIO A.M. SABBAN, CESO IlI

Director IV

Office of the Deputy Executive Secretary for Legal Affairs
Malacafiang, Manila City

Dear Atty. Sabban,

This refers to the request for comments and recommendations on the consolidated
enrolled Senate Bill No. 2243 and House Bill No. 8278, entited “An Act
Strengthening and Revitalizing the Salt Industry in the Philippines, Appropriating
Funds Therefor” presented by Congress on 16 February 2023 for the approval of
the President.

The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) recognizes the
potential of a revitalized salt industry to bring significant benefits to small-scale
farmers and contribute to economic development.

The DSWD supports the proposed legislation especially in two key areas:

1) The establishment of cooperatives among small scale salt farmers and
producers which is crucial for optimizing local production and enhancing
access to government resources:; and

2) The continuous training and capacity building of small scale salt farmers
which will ensure the long-term sustainability and viability of the industry. By
equipping small scale salt farmers with the necessary skills and knowledge,
they will be empowered to adapt to changing market demands and increase
their competitiveness.

On that note, while the Department is mentioned in Section 1 1(b) regarding the
certification of small-scale farmer cooperatives/associations for Salt Production
Tenurial Instrument (SPTI) eligibility, we respectfully propose that the Cooperative
Development Authority (CDA) take the lead in this role since it is already tasked to
assist the formation of cooperatives of local salt farmers and producers in the
same bill. Furthermore, we believe that the concerned Local Government Unit
(LGU) is also best suited to assess the local context and identify qualified
cooperatives/associations as they have better understanding of local communities
and familiarity with salt farmers' needs and capabilities.
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For the Chairperson’s consideration.

Thank you.

7
PAGE 2 of 2

DSWD Central/Field Office, IBP Road, Batasan Pambansa Complex, Constitution Hills, Quezon City, Philippines 1126
Website: http://www.dswd.gov.ph Tel Nos.: (632) & 931-8101 TO 07 Telefax: (632) 8 921-8191




